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Homeless Health COVID-19 clinical waste disposal within hotel sites
Please read this document in conjunction with Frequently Asked Questions advice for hostels.

What is clinical waste?
By clinical waste we mean all items that have been soiled with bodily fluids by the individual and cannot
be washed.

How do I dispose of clinical waste?
Waste from possible cases and cleaning of areas where possible cases have been (including disposable
cloths and tissues):
1. Should be put in a plastic rubbish bag and tied when full.
2. The plastic bag should then be placed in a second bin bag and tied.
3. It should be put in a suitable and secure place and marked for storage until the individual’s test results
are known.
Waste should be stored safely and kept away from children. You should not put your waste in communal
waste areas until negative test results are known or the waste has been stored for at least 72 hours.
•
•

if the individual tests negative, this can be put in with the normal waste
if the individual tests positive, then store it for at least 72 hours and put in with the normal waste

How should I dispose of sharps or needles?
Use a sharps bin to dispose of used needles or sharps. A sharps bin is a specially designed box with a
lid that you can get on prescription (FP10 prescription form) from a GP or pharmacist. When full, the box
may be collected for disposal by your local council.
Find your local council.
Please note:
National guidance decontamination in non-healthcare settings –
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
National guidance advice to local authorities on prioritising waste collections –
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-to-local-authorities-onprioritising-waste-collections/guidance-on-prioritising-waste-collection-services-during-coronavirus-covid19-pandemic
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