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In focus 
Healthy London Partnership 
 

The Rt. Hon Matt Hancock MP (Conservative, West Suffolk)  
10 July 2018 – New appointment: Secretary of State for Health and Social Care 

Following the resignations of David Davis as Brexit Secretary and Boris Johnson as 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office, Matt Hancock became the Health and Social Care 
Secretary in July 2018. Upon the announcement of Mr Hancock’s new position, he took to 
social media to say, “Really looking forward to joining @DHSCgovuk at such an important 
time for our great NHS. I can’t wait to get started.”  

Background 
Health and social care have not featured prominently in Matt Hancock’s political activity. His 
journey through the ranks of government, first as a minister in the Cabinet Office and then the 
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport involved many different sectors, but the NHS and 
health related issues have not been an active area for Mr Hancock.  

However, whilst serving as Enterprise Minister, Matt Hancock announced a £4.36 million funding 
initiative to improve skills for the NHS’s then 600,000 support workers. He argued that this funding 
will improve patient care and further implemented six new “excellence centres” across England, 
that sought to bring together skills and expertise in the health service.  

In addition, Mr Hancock was also particularly vocal in his support of the ban on smoking in cars 
where children are present. He contended that children retained the right not to breathe in harmful 
fumes in confined spaces, and advocated the measure as a way of reducing the harmful impact of 
second-hand smoking.  

Meanwhile, whilst Cabinet Office Minister, Mr Hancock defended the government’s position on the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). There were accusations from Labour that 
TTIP threatened the government’s ability to run the NHS “democratically as a public service”. Mr 
Hancock vigorously defended the government’s longstanding position that TTIP posed no danger 
to the government’s ability to run the NHS.  

In addition, Mr Hancock delivered an important speech focusing on future reform of public services. 
In the speech, he reaffirmed the government’s desire for a “truly 7 day a week NHS”. He went 
further to add that the government’s austerity measures had fiscally safeguarded the NHS, whilst 
also claiming that public dissatisfaction was at its lowest point.  

Moreover, Matt Hancock is a keen proponent of public sector mutuals and the government 
expansion of mutuals. In a speech, Mr Hancock outlined how various social enterprises had won 
NHS contracts and thus improved the overall delivery of patient care.  

In more recent times, as Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, Matt Hancock 
stressed the importance of the development of Artificial Intelligence in the evolution of patient care. 
In his speech at the opening of the Cyber Innovation Centre in June 2018, Mr Hancock argued that 
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establishing more NHS data sets, properly safeguarded, was critical to the government’s expansion 
of AI and the overall improvement of the NHS.  

Additionally, Mr Hancock contended that the further implementation of AI would aid doctors better 
diagnose diseases and help the NHS solve critical problems in its long-term future.  

Biography 
Having joined the Conservative Party in 1999, Mr Hancock acted as an agent in the 2001 election 
and stood as a council candidate. He unsuccessfully attempted to become Conservative PPC for 
Congleton before winning the Suffolk West selection.  

As Chief of Staff to the Shadow Chancellor from 2005 to 2010, Mr Hancock advised David 
Cameron, George Osborne and Ken Clarke on economic policy.  

Before this he had worked for five years in the Bank of England's Monetary Assessment and 
Strategy Division, after his first job with Border Business Systems, his family's computer software 
company in Cheshire.  

Born and brought up in Cheshire and educated privately at the King's School, Chester, Mr Hancock 
studied PPE at Oxford University, before taking a Masters degree in Economics at Cambridge. 
Married with two children, he enjoys playing cricket, and even played a game whilst on a 
fundraising expedition to the North Pole for Cancer Research UK.  

He is a founder and trustee of the Dom Pardey Charitable Trust – an organisation that supports a 
young man who suffered a debilitating stroke.  

Responses 
Justin Madders MP, Labour’s Shadow Health Minister, responding to Jeremy Hunt’s move from 
Health Secretary to Foreign Secretary, said: “Jeremy Hunt has overseen the worst collapse in 
patient standards of any Health Secretary in the history of the NHS….His time in charge will be 
remembered for soaring waiting lists, huge staffing shortages, and patients left with treatments 
rationed and operations cancelled in record numbers.”  

Jonathan Ashworth, Labour’s Shadow Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, 
contended that: “Welcome Matt Hancock -he inherits waits at 4million, 100,000 staff vacancies, 
£9bn health services privatised, stalled hospital build in West Mids, CAMHS budgets raided, £5bn 
repair bill, A&E ‘humanitarian crisis’, social care devastated. He has a job to bring NHS back from 
brink.”  

Responding to the appointment of Matt Hancock as the new Secretary of State for Health and 
Social Care, Lynda Thomas, Chief Executive of Macmillan Cancer Support, said: “Macmillan 
looks forward to working closely with the new Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Matt 
Hancock, to ensure that the health and care systems are set up to cope with the rising number of 
people with cancer so that they get the best level of care. Jeremy Hunt should be commended for 
securing additional funding for the NHS during his time as the longest-serving British health 
secretary.”  

 

If links are no longer active, please refer to the source organisation’s website 


