
            
When to consider or suspect maltreatment in a child or young person? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Which level of concern is prompted by the alerting feature?  

 
 

Do you understand the obstaclesi that stop healthcare professionals identifying child maltreatment?  
Are you worried about sharing information about a child or young person?** 

 

What to do when encountering an alerting feature: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local contacts:  
• To discuss a concern where the guidance prompts you to ‘consider’ maltreatment  

o Evelina children Hospital: Debbie Saunders (lead safeguarding nurse) 0207 188 7188 x 51276 
o Lambeth: Margaret Hill (Safeguarding nurse), Dr Ayanda Jolobe (Safeguarding doctor) 
o Southwark: Helen Stewart ( Safeguarding nurse), Dr Nkiru Asiegbunam (safeguarding doctor) 

• To refer a child when you ‘suspect’ maltreatment 
o Lambeth -  http://lambethscb.org.uk/worried_about_a_child_young 
o Southwark - http://www.southwark.gov.uk/info/266/child_protection 

Have you encountered alerting features of possible maltreatment? 
physical features* sexual abuse* neglect* emotional, behavioural, interpersonal and social functioning* 

 
clinical presentations* fabricated or induced illness* parent/carer interactions* 



            
                                                
 
Physical features  http://pathways.nice.org.uk/pathways/when-to-suspect-child-maltreatment#content=view-node%3Anodes-
physical-features 
 
Sexual abuse http://pathways.nice.org.uk/pathways/when-to-suspect-child-maltreatment#content=view-node%3Anodes-sexual-
abuse 
 
Neglect http://pathways.nice.org.uk/pathways/when-to-suspect-child-maltreatment#content=view-node%3Anodes-neglect 
 
emotional, behavioural, interpersonal and social functioning http://pathways.nice.org.uk/pathways/when-to-suspect-child-
maltreatment#content=view-node%3Anodes-emotional-behavioural-interpersonal-and-social-functioning 
 
Clinical presentations http://pathways.nice.org.uk/pathways/when-to-suspect-child-maltreatment#content=view-node%3Anodes-
clinical-presentations 
 
Fabricated or induced illness http://pathways.nice.org.uk/pathways/when-to-suspect-child-maltreatment#content=view-
node%3Anodes-fabricated-or-induced-illness 
 
parent/carer interactions http://pathways.nice.org.uk/pathways/when-to-suspect-child-maltreatment#content=view-
node%3Anodes-parent--or-carer-child-interactions 
 
 
Obstaclesi http://pathways.nice.org.uk/pathways/when-to-suspect-child-maltreatment#content=view-node%3Anodes-obstacles-to-
identifying-child-maltreatment 
 

If you are worried about sharing information about a child or young person, seek advice from named or designated 
professionals for safeguarding children. 

If your concerns are based on information given by a child, explain to the child that you may be unable to maintain 
confidentiality, explore the child’s concerns about sharing this information and reassure the child that they will continue to be 
kept informed about who the information is being shared with and what action is being taken. 

When gathering collateral information from other health disciplines and agencies, use judgement about whether to explain to the 
child or young person the need to gather this information for their overall assessment. 

 
Information and support for children, young people and adults 
 
• ChildLine, 0800 1111 (helpline for children and young people) www.childline.org.uk 

• NSPCC, 0808 800 5000 (helpline for adults who are worried about a child) www.nspcc.org.uk 

• National Association for People Abused in Childhood 0800 085 3330 www.napac.org.uk 

• Survivors UK, 0845 122 1201 www.survivorsuk.org 

• The Survivors Trust www.thesurvivorstrust.org 
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